THE MAN I KNEW

"Although Douglas was the Benjamin, he did not come
in for all the spoiling one would have expected. He only
got a share of it, because George and I, coming after a big
gap (a boy and a girl having died between Henrietta and
me), were little older than he. Our mother lavished her
affection indiscriminately on her three 'bees', as she called
us. She was a very beautiful woman, and was married
when she was eighteen (my father was thirty-seven). After
her first son, William,1 was bom, she withdrew almost
entirely from the outside world and devoted her life to her
children. She heard our prayers night and morning, and in
winter and summer came to the nursery at 4 A.M. to see if
all was well with us. I feel that her devotion to us children
shortened her life by many years. She died in 1879, a com-
paratively young woman, at the age of fifty-eight (one year
after my father).

"Our father was a good liberally-minded man. He may
have been a little quick-tempered and often used bad lan-
guage, but, in those days, swearing was considered by many
an attribute, and we did not mind. My father suffered terribly
from asthma, which necessitated my parents going abroad
for his health every winter. He died in 1878 at the age of
seventy-six.

"I cannot recollect exactly, but I do not think that, except
for a few lessons from a governess, Douglas received much
education before May 1869, when he was sent to join me
at Mr. Paterson's School, Clifton Bank, St. Andrews. In
October 1869, Douglas and I were put to board with a Miss
Hepburn at 12 Castle Terrace, Edinburgh, and Douglas
attended the Edinburgh Collegiatea under Dr. Bryce in

* William Hairy Haig of Broomfield, Midlothian (deceased).

1 The Collegiate was an excellent private school, and Dr. Bryce, the head-
master, was one of the finest teachers which a city of great teachers ever pro-
duced. Besides Douglas, several other Collegiate men have made their mark in
the yorhlj amocgst them are Professor Sir Arthur Thomson, Thomas Bryce,
lay and Sir Thomas Hutchison.
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